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believe in the United 

States of America as 

a government of the 
people, by the people, 
ard for the people; whose 
just powers are derived 
from the consent of the 
governed; a democracy in 
a republic, a sovereign 
nation of many sovereign 
States; a perfect union, 
one and inseperable; est- 
ablished on those princi- 
ples of freedom, equality, | 
justice, and humanity for 
which American patriots 
sacrificed their lives and Gay 
fortunes. | therefore be- 
lieve it is my duty to my 
country to love it, to ; 
support the Constitution, 2 
to obey its laws, to re- 
spect its flag, and to de- 
fend it against all enem- 
ies.‘‘ 
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VESSELS FIT 
FOR 
THE MASTER’S USE 


Wayne C. Clark 


N the pastoral epistles we find the 
heart of Paul and the heart of the min- 
istry. We find that Paul is concerned 
‘about the preacher’s message. ‘Avoid 
godless chatter,”*he admonishes. ‘‘Guard 
the truth and rightly interpret it; cut it by 
a straight pattern. Preach the Word and 
stick with it. Put your mind to preaching 
and keep at it. Neglect not the gift that 
is in you. Remind people that God is 
faithful.’’ On every page he holds forth 
the centrality of Christ. 
ese injunctions are timely today, at 
a time when psychiatric preaching is the 
fad and the psychiatric textbooks threat- 
en to supplant the Bible in the minds of 
many ministers. 

However, Paul is as deeply concerned 
about the preacher himself. He is con- 
cerned about the interiorities of his life. 
His theme song seems to be,‘‘Keep on 
paying attention to yourself and your 
teaching.”’ Of the fourteen or fifteen 
qualifications he sets forth for the shep- 
herd of souls, only one deals with the 
message. It stipulates that the pastor 
should be ‘“‘apt to teach.”’ All the other 
qualifications have to do with his inner 
life, his character, his attitude, his 
essential nature. 

Paul seems to achieve a climax in his 
second epistle to Timothy, second chap- 
ter, verses twenty to twenty-five, when 
he says, ‘‘In a great palace there are many 
different vessels; some are of gold; some 
are of silver; some of wood; some of 
earth. Some are used for noble purposes 
and some for ignoble. But if one thorough- 
ly purify himself from everything that is 
ignoble, he will be a vessel prepared for 
a noble use, set apart for the master of 
the house, ready for any good work.”’ 

_ These and the words that follow set 
forth a tremendous challenge to personal 
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purity. Again and again, as it were, the 
apostle says to the preacher, ‘“‘Keep thy- 
self pure.’’ The minister must continu- 
ously cleanse his thought-life. It seems 
inconceivable that such a warning should 
be necessary for him, but it is. His rela- 
tions with the women of his parish must 
be above reproach. He must guard his 
mind lest he repeatedly cross the thin 
line of mental adultery, which is so often 
the prelude to physical adultery. 

Furthermore, the minister must continu- 
ously cleanse his thoughts of success. 
If his concept of success is self-aggrand- 
izement, he may become a famous pulpit- 
eer, but he will not become a great man 
as a pastor, because he is an egotist. An 
egotist cannot be a pastor, because he is 
not interested in people as ends in them- 
selves, only as means to an end. They 
are simply integers to him, numbers that 
add up to an imposing report at the end 
of the church year. 

He must continuously cleanse his 
motives. The question he must continu- 
ously ask himself is, ‘‘Why am I a preach- 
er?”’ In the sustained ministry every mo- 
tive wears thin except the good motive, 
the right motive. 

These words of the apostle are a chal- 
lenge to personal maturity. “Shun youth- 
ful passion,’’ warns Paul. Not all youth- 
ful passions are limited to the area of 
sex. The minister is to shun the youth- 
ful passion of vaulting ambition that over- 
leaps itself. The word “great’’ is to be 
stricken from his vocabylary. He is not to 
sek to be called ‘‘great one,” Jesus 
warns for one is his teacher, even Christ. 

A certain young pastor with unusual 
gifts quickly soared to prominence, and 
then as abruptly subsided. ‘‘He was too 
full of personal ambition,’’ a discerning 
layman remarked, ‘‘to be a minister.” 
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A little watch kept excellent time and 
was happy doing it until he heard for the 
first time the great tones of Big Ben. *‘I 
want to be a Big Ben,’’ he mused. A sym- 
pathetic benefactor arranged for the lit- 
tle watch to be elevated to the lofty 
tower. When his friend stepped out on the 
street and looked up he cried, “‘I can’t 
even see you, little watch;’ His eleva- 
tion was nis annihilation. 

Let the minister shun the youthful pas- 
sion of conceit, that folly that makes a 
man fear he has nothing else to offer. 
How disgustingly pomposity blossoms 
out all over us, when we try to distend 
ourselves into proportions that are be- 
yond us! 

He is to shun the youthful passion of 
rivalry, that infantilism that compels him 
to believe that life is a contest instead 
of an adventure, that others are his ri- 
vals instead of comrades, that life is a 
race to see who can “‘git thar fustest 
with the mostest,”’ that the ministry 1s a 
kind of contest to see who can get the 
most converts, the largest congregations 
and the most money. 

Paul’s concern is maturity. His watch- 
word seems to be, “‘Grow up! Grow up in 
everything into Christ. Grow into the mat- 
ture mind. Grow into a measure of the 
stature of the fullness of Christ. Follow 
after righteousness, faith, love and 
peace.” 

This is a challenge to personal com- 
passion. ‘‘Avoid stupid controversies,” 
Paul warns. “The servant of the Lord 
must not strive, but be gentle and kind, 
correcting his opponents with forebear- 
ance. It may be that God will grant them 
repentance and a knowledge of the truth.”’ 

The King James version uses the word, 
“‘striker.”? The minister is not to be a 
striker. This suggests the picture of a 
man lashing out at others in sermon, at- 
titude, action and plan. 

The word is a sinister one, because of 
its significance. The striker is the min- 
ister who is himself, a civil war. In lash- 
ing out at people he is verbalizing his 
own deep, inner turmoil. Someone has 
given him a kick in the stomach, and 
the only way he can walk again as a man 
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is to pass the kick along to someone else 
who cannot kick back at him. 

The striker reproduces his own kind. 
He makes disciples who are sensorious, 
critical, negative, as disturbed and un- 
happy as he is, himself ,because his is a 
gospel of contention, and because he 
preaches Christ out of envy and rivalry 
instead of love and devotion. 

The word for the minister 1s compas- 
sion, because Compassion wins where de- 
nunciation fails. The warm sun of com- 
passion will separate a man from the 
cloak of his error, where the howling 
winds of denunciation will serve only to 
make him hug it the more closely. 

Compassion strengthens where denun- 
ciation weakens. Everyone knows that he 
himself, is stronger in the presence of 
those who believe in him, who understand 
him but trust him regardless. So it is 
with others. They can be stronger when 
they know we believe in them. 

Bill Marcy was said to be the worst 
boy in a New York town. He was such a 
bad boy that he and his gang chased the 
schoolmaster out of town. Then it was 
that Salem Towne entered his life. Salem 
Towne was the new schoolmaster. He be- 
lieved in Bill and patiently, firmly, wise- 
ly coaxed the good out of him. 

Bill Marcy became Governor Marcy of 
New York. The time came when a testi- 
monial dinner was given for him in his 
home town. Someone saw to it that the 
venerable schoolmaster was present. At 
a certain point in the festivities, the Gov- 
ernor rose and addressed the guests. ‘‘I 
shall ask my old schoolmaster, Mr. Salem 
Towne to stand,’”’ he said. When the dig- 
nified, soft faced old man was on his 
feet,the governor said, “‘I owe him a debt 
of gratitude. He believed in me when no— 
one else could.”” 

To accomplish these lofty aims, self- 
discipline is an absolute necessity. My 
former seminary professor, Dr. M. E. 
Powers, once remarked 1n our class, | 
when we were discussing the Cross, 
“There is a cross which everyone must 
take and carry all the time. On it we must — 
nail the old life, the old nature, the old 
man.”’ i 
i 
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When the noted preacher, Dr. George 
, Truett, once was in Chicago, he was 
rounded by a group of admiring minis- 
rs. Among them was a young man. After 
time he spontaneously and with deep 
feerity burst out, ““Dr. Truett, I'd give 
rything to be the kind of preacher you 
e.’’ A look of pain passed over the 
eat man’s face and he replied, “Young 


man, you have no idea of what it costs.” 

The minister must surrender himself 
totally to his calling. He is not to be a 
man of many vocations, just one, the min- 
istry. He is not to be a man of many al- 
legiances, just one, the Kingdom of God. 
He is not to be a man of many interests, 
just one interest, Jesus Christ. He is to 
love his Lord and Church above all else. 


Workers 
With God 


Major Richard Braunstein 


E are workers. It is not possible to 

conceive of the followers of Him 

who often spoke of working while 
. was yet day, and the urgency of His 
ather’s business as being idlers or 
lackers or drones in the energetics of 
1e kingdom. ‘he person who is an out- 
nd-out Christian conducts himself or 
erself with strenuous labors and ardu- 
us propaganda for the extension of 
1ose values and the stressing of those 
leal which spell the greatest peace and 
1€ utmost happiness for the whole hu- 
an race. One of the phrases we hear 
ften as we attend conventions and con- 
-rences is,‘‘We are living in a great day, 
nd it is a privilege to have a part in 
1e solving of the perplexing problems of 
1.e hour.”’ To be sure these are not the 
<aci. words that are expressed by our pro- 
hets and leaders, but they are the sum 
nd substance of what is usually said. 
hey were true words yesterday, and 
ey are true word today. 
He who is interested in the gospel of 
2sus Christ believes in its ideals and 
randards, determines to give them the 
idest publicity and consecrates all of 
is time and talents for that purpose, is 
ideed not only a privileged but an ex- 
eedingly busy person. Preaching in the 
ulpit, pastoral labors in the community, 
-aching in the Sunday School, laboring 
1 behalf of childhood in every sphere, 


issionary endeavors in foreign field or 
4 
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city slum, or rural circuit, calls for the 
efforts of all of a man all of the time. 
And the same thing can be said concern- 
ing those who are in official relation, 
the situation calling for the highest ex- 
pression of executive ability, the most 
rigid of business rules, and the best 
methods making for all-round efficiency, 
because it is true that we need more re- 
ligion in our business and it is just as 
true that we need more business in our 
religion. 

A criticism was recently made in these 
words,‘‘The more brains a preacher has, 
the less he uses them in business; there- 
fore the preachers are poor.”’ Another 
writer answered the libel with this state- 
ment, ‘‘The more brains the business 
people have, the less they use them in 
religion; therefore the churches are 
poor.’’ Of course we should not bring 
the world into the church but bringing in 
some of our worldly wisdom would help 
a great deal. Let the merchant bring in 
his commercial tact, but leave his store 
behind. Let the mechanic bring in his 
ingenuity, but leave his tools behind. 
Let the lawyer bring in his thorough 
ways but leave his Blackstone in his of- 
fice. Steam is the same thing where ever 
it is found. It will run a railroad train 
or a battleship. But no one wants a train 
on the ocean or a battleship on a railroad 
track. Wisdom is the same thing where- 
ever it is found. It will run a businessor 


Page 187 


a church. But they need not be made to 
run jnto each other. 

The churches are not of the world, 
but they are in the world. The programs 
and purposes of the church, in the last 
analysis, are superhuman, but here and 
now the workers of the church are decid- 
edly human. Caesar wrote his commen- 
taries as skillfully as he planned his 
campaigns of battles. We ought to do our 
church work with as much integrity as 
we use to balance our daily ledger, or 
weigh our meat, or measure our sugar. 
We have always been dogmatic in our 
assertion that a Christian will be more 
conscientious in his own affairs accord- 
ing to the measure in which he conducts 
the affairs of the Lord. 

Much may be said along these lines, 
including the obligation to tithe, the duty 
of prayer, and the meeting of high de- 
mands placed upon us by our institution- 
al and educational projects. ““Tc every 
man his work,’’ was a maxim of the Mast- 
er Worker. ‘‘My Father worketh and | 
work,’”’ was His dictum. When the mul- 
titudes were fed with the loaves and 
fishes, the command was, “‘Make them sit 
down.’’ There was order, system, and 
efficiency. In the economy of God, there 
is always order. There is nothing hap- 
hazard. God timed the day, hour, minute, 
and second when the star should flash 
its msesage to the wise men and the 
angels should sing their advent song to 
vigilant shepherds. There are golden 
texts for official Boards, special com- 
mittees, and heads of departments. ‘‘God 
is not the author of confusion but of 
peace.’ “‘Let everything be done decent- 
ly and in order.’’ The Greek and Roman 
contempt for labor as suitable for the vul- 
gar crowd alone, did not appear in the 
Christian community of the first and sec- 
ond centuries. The Jewish conception of 
labor as a curse and a mark of God’s dis- 
favor te which, as pious men, they ought 
to submit uncomplainingly, did not pre- 
vail among the Christians. From the be- 
ginning Christians maintained both the 
dignity and moral value of labor. Clement 
warns his readers that it is the duty of 


all not to talk religion ard neglect their 
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work. Cyprian declares that it is the dut 
of the church to find work for every mem- 
ber. Harnack says that the church of the 
second century was a kindof labor union. 

The quotations no doubt refer to sec- 
ular labor, but they can be applied to ow 
present theme, stressing “‘vocations with 
in the church”’ as ministry and service 
of sweaty toil, of brain and the persist- 
ent plow work of willing hands. 

“We are workers together.’’ This sug- 
gests co-operation. Edward Everett Hale 
said, “The great word of the next one 
hundred years shall be ‘together.’ In the 
realm of athletics we call it ‘team-work.’ 
In the world of industry we call it ‘oper- 
ating efficiency.’ The men on the street 
call it ‘fifty-fifty.’ In the church we call 
it ‘divine fellowship.’ Fellowship sug- 
gests comradeship, and comradeship in its 
farthest reaching application and broad- 
est interpretation means that a group of 
individuals are agreed in the same task, 
fighting side by side in the interest of 
a common cause, standing shoulder to 
shoulder in the ideal of a worthy purpose. 
It is meeting the same difficulty, work- 
ing at the same trade, toiling in thesame 
protession, active in a mutual partnership 
or studying the same science. | 

Jesus Christ is engaged in a great un- 
dertaking. It is nothing more or less than 
winning the world from all walks of life, 
to fellowship with Him, to be His com 
rade, in service and ministry,as teachers, 
and preachers, and propagandists and, 
missionaries to His burning cause. To be 
a comrade of Jesus means that we battle 
with sin. Cromwell’s men fight for his 
cause. They follow their leader. They o- 
bey his commands. They do his will. 
Christ’s followers obey His commands, 
they do His will without questioning. 
They are ready to do and to dare to die. 
Loyalty is their watchword. Co-operation 
is their slogan. Together is their morale 
Kipling was the one who said, “The 
strength of the wolf is in the pack, an 
the strength of the pack is the wolf.” 
A chain, you know, is not stronger than 
its weakest link. 

The human body is as strong as its 

(See page 211 
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THE LITTLE MORE 


A British philosopher said, ‘‘Human 
beings are all very much alike; between 
any one man and any other man, any- 
where and anytime, there is just a slight 
difference; but how great is that slight 
difference.”’ 

In the Sermon on the Mount, the Mas- 
ter makes clear that little ‘“‘difference,”’ 
which is the Christian differential, when 
He asked, ‘‘What do ye more?”’ 

The road of the Christian begins 
where the road of earth ends. 

There are some things you are expect- 
ed to do whether or not you are a Christ- 
ian. They are a part of the person you 
are expected to be, whether or not you 
follow Christ. Four of these things are; 
honesty in business relationships, loyal- 
ty to home relationships, payment of 
debts, both financial and otherwise, and 
Standing by your own word faithfully. 

But when Christ enters your life, your 
cable-tow lengthens. You have to bother 
with folks you may not like. You have to 
assume interests which are beyond your 
own business. You have to become ccon- 
cerned with the welfare of men, women 
and childred of whom you have never 
heard, and about whom you didn’t want to 
hear. Christ pulls you out of your compla- 
cency, out of your littleness, out of your 
selfishness. Christ makes you see things, 
and therefore do things which are both 
new and different. It is the little more, 
and how much it is. 

_ When we do this little more, without, 


_we have that little more, within, and how 


| 
j 


eat it is! 
_ That little more is the sense of fel- 
lowship with the God who is seeking to 
ave, cleanse and change a sordid world 


That little more is a satisfying sense 
of being used by God to lift the level of 
our common humanity out of the dense 
wilderness where, through the break in 
tree-tops some can be led to glimpse 
the skies above and there see the glory 
of God. 

That little more is a consciousness 
of being united with all the people alive 
now and with all who have been alive, 
and all who will follow us, who labor and 
suffer in loving devotion to the welfare 
of their fellows. 

The little more for Christ, and how 


much it is! 
Charles Haddon Nabers 


DEADWOOD 


The neglect and despising of God’s 
Word and the Lord’s Supper are, | believe, 
two of the most serious sins. . . A man 
may be ever so sick, but as long as he 
will take the medicine that will cure him 
there is hope. When he refuses the med- 
icine, he is finished. . . We are very 
quick to admonish in cases of murder or 
adultery. And we should be. But for a 
murderer who will listen to the Word there 
is still hope. . . However, the man who 
rejects the Word itself is despising the 
medicine. . . The gradual and finally 
complete neglect of the Word is one of 
the devil’s most subtle d effective 
weapons. . . Many congregations take 
very little, if any, action against it. . . 
This is unfair to the man involved. . . 
His congregation is watching him drift 
toward perdition, but lets him think all 
is well, by not raising its voice. . . If 
your neighbor’s house is on fire, common 
neighborliness, if not Christian love, 
moves you to tell him . . Shall we do 


(See page 211) 
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THE CHURCH 
ati WORK 


Past, Present and Future. 
120th Anniversary Observance 
Of St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church, 


Bath, Pennsylvania 


“‘As part of our celebration of 120 
year of life as a congregation, we en- 
joyed a fine fellowship dinner,’’ writes 
Ro W.A.Kuntzleman, Pastor of St. 
John’s. ‘‘During the banquet festivities 
we paid tribute to all former officers of 
the congregation. We prepared a folder, 
tied it with a ribbon and presented one 
to each person recognized in a brief 
ceremony.’’ 


The little folders, certificate like in 
appearance, were alike, save for vari- 
ation in the name of the one recognized, 
the official capacity in which he served, 
and the years during which he served. 


Tiey-allreadi; ~~ o™ 
IN RECOGNITION OF SERVICE 


The congregation and pastor of 
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Bath, Pennsylvania, join in this token 
of good will and sincere appreciation to 
sec eveceeccvecees Name Of Officer ...cccccsssceeeeeees 
for helpful and consecrated service ren- 
dered aSs.cccscececees Office held sscccecesesserss 
during the years........ssce00 Gs tee geaecunee ays 

In recognition thereof, we hereby set 
our hand and seal. 


St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church. 


© eecccece eows Pastor's Signature eevecccve 


120th Anniversary of Lutheranism in 
Bath, Pennsylvania. 


May 20, 1954. 


“‘We concluded the fellowship and fun 
in a serious vein,’’ continued the letter. 
“‘We had a large cross made, holding 
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nine 12 inch candles, set up in a prom- 
inent place. The room was darkened, 
and as each candle was lit, one to nine, 
the following paragraphs were repeated 
by the member-guests; 


Pastor: As one family we are gathered 

to celebrate this happy anniversary - 
the 120th Anniversary of the life of our 
particular church. It is fitting that in a 
symbolic way we should call to mind the 
past, the present, and the future, and all 
who have been, who are, and who will 
yet be a part of it. 


1. We light a candle in adoration of the 
Head aa Bishop of the Church, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who came as a light into 
this dark world, and has enlightened us 
with the gift of His Spirit. May we walk 
in that light. 


2. Let us light a candle in honor of the 
former pastors of this church who are 
still serving in the Church Militant, and 
in loving memory of those who are serv- 
ing in the Church Triumphant, remember- 
ing how they held aloft the light of the 
Gospel in this place, faithfully, coura- 
geously, and fruitfully. 


3. We light a candle in honor of those 
whose lamps were trimmed in our Church 
and who are now shining lights in other 
congregations, as Pastors, leaders and 
workers. May they ever shine forth the 
beauty of Him who called them out of 
darkness into the glorious light of dis- 
cipleship. | 


4, All the members of our family cannot ~ 
be with us tonight. We think of them. We 

think of those who are in the Armed For- 
ces of our Country. Wherever they are, 

on land, at sea, or in the air, may they 
let their light so shine before men that 
others may see their good work and glor- 
ify the Father which is in Heaven. 


5. We light a candle for the boys und the 


* 
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girls who are in school and who crowd 
around the lamp of vision. With all their 
getting, may they get understanding and 


may they let the Scripture be a lamp un- 
ito their path. 


16. A candle we now light for all the toil- 
‘ers of the night, - the mothers who watch 
,over their little ones, doctors and nurses 
iwho care for the sick, the watchmen and 
\guardians of our peace. May the star of 
\God’s love shine into their hearts and 
\His protective mantle cover them. 


‘7. Let us light a candle in remembrance 
iof those who aforetime, walked in the 
llight, but now dwell in darkness and the 
ishadow of death. Our prayer is that the 
;day may speedily come when they shall 
ireturn unto Him who is the Light of the 
‘World. 


18. And now we light a candle in solemn 
iremembrance; as we hold in sacred mem- 
vory all those who have faithfully lived 
vand faithfully died, and have gone to the 
| City Foursquare, where there is no night, 
iwhere the Lamb is the light thereof. 
(Grant them rest eternal, O Lord, and let 
light perpetual shine upon them. 


‘9, And now, for one and all of us, let the 
\light of the Cross be complete. May its 
|\light ever shine in our hearts and its 
;spirit ever motivate our actions, as in 
complete dedication we serve our church. 


“When the lighting of the candles,” 
‘Pastor Kuntzleman continues, ‘‘and the 
| paragraphs calling to mind, the past, the 
|present and the future of all who have 
| ay who are, and who will yet be a 
:part of St. John’s, was completed, only 
‘the GLOW OF THE CROSS shown out 
as members present joined hearts and 
hands in singing, Blest Be The Tie That 
Binds. 


Orchids For The Church 


illion or mdre orchid blooms will 
eee gift of Graham W..Dible; 
“Orchid King of America,”’ to churches 
of all faiths, during the next five months, 
and without charge. ake 
Growing the bulk of his orchids in the 
‘Hawaiian Islands, he is faced with a 
seasonal surplus of the exotic blossoms. 


‘Rather than lose the flowers and the hap- 
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piness they can bring to others, Dible 
decided to give them to the churches. 

To cover the labor - costs of picking 
packing and air transportation of the 
blossoms there will be a charge of a few 
pennies per bloom, but there will be no 
charge for the orchids, themselves. Ask- 
ing no money for the orchids, Mr.Dible 
feels the individual churches should 
be willing to assume the above charges. 

The program has been successfully in- 
stituted in some dozen churches in south- 
ern California since its inception on the 
first of June, and many more are sched 
uled to participate within the next few 
weeks. Churches testing the effective- 
ness of the program are under no obliga- 
tion to remit anything after their first 
Orchid Day. Those desiring to continue 
the program on a weekly or monthly basis 
would be glad to care for the small labor 
charges. 


Full information on this program is a- 
vailable at no obligation by writing or 
wiring Graham Dible, The Orchid King, 
417 East 8th Street, Los Angeles 14, 


California. 


Winona Lake Institute 
5th Annual Summer Conference 


16 outstanding speakers will be heard 
at the Moody Bible Institute Winona Lake 
Summer Conference, July 18 to 25. 

Among those to bring messages during 
the week-long conference are Alan Red- 
path, David H. Johnson, Torrey Johnson, 
James McGinlay, J.Allen Blair, S.L. 
Boehmer, John Caiger, evangelist from 
England. 

Theresa Worman of radio station WBMI, 
known to thousands of children as ‘‘Aunt 
Theresa,”’ will conduct a KYB Know 
Your Bible program Sunday afternoon on 
July 25th. There will be daily super- 
vised programs for boys and girls so that 
parents will be free to attend meetings. 

A highlight of the week will be He 
Alumni Banquet on Saturday, July 24. — 
Herbert Lockyer, Jr., executive secre- 
tary of the Alumni Association, is in 
charge of the Winona Lake Conference. 

Using Moody Institute of Science films 
and other Christian education visual aid 
material, Don Parsons will demonstrate 
new techniques in the Christian visual 
education field. AEE 

Conference music will be provided by 
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Al Smith, Bob Love, Bill Carie, Harold 


DeCou as well as John Peterson and 


Dick Anthony of WMBI. 


Vacation Bible Schools 
Fall Opening Of Sunday Schools 


Cards, Buttons, Rally Day and Birth- 
day greetings, in bright colors and beaut- 
ifully printed, are available from the 
Standard Publishing Company. Cards 
are designed for Rally Day, Promotion 
Day, Re-opening Day, Church Invitations, 
Visitor Follow-ups, and all at very mod- 
est prices, by the dozen or more. 

Eight new attendance cards and relat- 
ed seals, and eight new Bible Hero stor- 
ies are available as gift items for regular 
class or group use this summer, or for 
use by the Sunday School during the com- 
ing year. Address your inquiry for cata- 
logs and prices-to the Standard Publish- 
ing Company of Cincinnati, Ohio, or to 
your book dealer. In any event do not 
overlook these attractive items. Children 
respond to such practical helps. 


There IS Work 
For Your Church 


The query has been put as to whether 
Wwe, as a nation, are bent on self-destruc- 
tion. J.Edgar Hoover has been credited 
with some official statistics whichgive 
ample grounds for the query and which 
should make us of the church stop and 
ponder the nature and size of our task. 
According to the report it is true that; 

1. Only one out of every twelve people 

attend church services. 

2. Seven out of every eight Sunday 
School pupils will quit attending 
both church and Sunday School be- 
fore they are fifteen years old. 

3. Fifteen million sex magazines are 
printed monthly and are read by one 
third of all American people. 

4. There are more bar-maids in the USA 
than there are college girls. 

5. One million American girls have a 
venerial desease; one hundred thou- 
sand disappear each year into white 
slavery; one million babies are born 
out of wedlock annually; and per- 
haps a million illegal abortions are 
performed every year. 

6. Our nation harbors three times as 
many criminals as it has college 
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students. 

7. A major crime is committed every 23 
seconds. An ageravated assault or 
rape happens every single hour of 
every single day, and a murder is 
committed every 40 minutes. 

8. There are sixty suicides in our na- 
tion daily. 

9. Three out of every ten who start as 

light drinkers end up drunkards. 

As a nation we spend about $750 

on pleasures, sins, cosmetics and 

amusements, to every single dollar 
we donate to foreign missions. 

That is quite a man-sized job you have for 

yourself, Mr. Preacherman. 


10. 


Stewardship Sermons 


Ministers who have asked for sugges- 
tions for sermon material on any of the 
various phases of the vital subject of 
Stewardship, especially for use prior to 
congregational consideration of budgets 
for the year, for buildings and equipment 
may find it helpful to secure the volume 
on 30 sermons on “‘Successful Fund Rais- 
ing,’ by Julius King. The sermons were 
preached, The Expositor is advised, by 
pastors of many denominations, of both 
large and small congregations. Ask your 
book dealer about this book. 


Toys and Things 


This series of talks to parents, teach- 
ers, young people and children,on prin- 
ciples associated with playthings, is 
entitled, ‘“Toys and Things,’ and was 
prepared by Herbert Booth and published 
by Doran in 1916. It may still be found in 
libraries and book stores where old or 
used books are dealt with. The foreword 
alone will be worth the time and effort 
required to locate a copy. There are twen- 
ty-one chapters, each concerned with an 
individual toy or plaything used in games 
or other recreational activities, from 
dolls to slates, go-carts or construction. 
sets, and what may be learned of profit, 
from each. 


The Judge, ‘I wish to commend you 
two drunken drivers for running into 
each other instead of some innocent 
party. If this can be encouraged, I — 
think we may have hit upon the solu- 
tion of a very serious problem.”’ 
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THE COVER PICTURE 


Pictured on the cover are the three 

apels to be erected on the cam 
pus of Brandeis University, to pro- 
vide for the spiritual need of the 
University’s Protestant, Catholic, 
and Jewish students. The project 
marks the first time that three ed- 
ifices have been constructed for 
the major faiths, on any college 
campus. Work on the unique relig- 
ins grouping will begin immediate- 


Six ears ago a singular event 
marked a milestone in igher edu- 
cation in this country. A group of 
joneering idealists’ created the 
Irst non-sectarian institution of 
higher learning to be established 
in the western hemisphere under 
Jewish sponsorship. 


_ Thus was born Brandeis Univer- 
sity, named for the Associate Jus- 
tice of the United States Supreme 
Court, Louis Dembitz Brandeis. 


A PRAYER 


O Thou who art light and love 
and life, we are grateful to Thee 
for the boon of un-numbered 
blessings; for Life - with its un- 
told possibilities for creative a 
chievement in the face of tremen- 
dous odds; for the benediction of 
friendships which steady us and 
strengthen us; for teachers who 
have taken us by the hand and 
pointed paths that lead upward 
and outward; for loved ones who 
continue to believe in us when 
we have lost faith in ourselves; 
most of all for Thyself - great 
Gift Divine, 

Grant us, we pray Thee, the 
forward-looking spirit which 
keeps its face steadfastly in the 
direction of the rising sun of a 
better day, which sees good in 
the midst of evil and evil in the 
midst of good. Grant to us the 
questing mind which forever 
searches for the truth and is un- 
afraid of truth once it is discov- 
ered, Grant to us the daring of 
courageous living, and through- 
out life’s little day, give us the 
guidance and spirit of Him who 
sought for the best, who found 
the best, who gave His best. In 
His name we pray. Amen. 
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JUNIOR PULPIT 
The Undying Flame 


R.W.Stewart 
Text: Isa, 52:7. How beautiful upon the 


mountains are the feet of him who bring- 
eth good tidings, who publisheth peace. 


One August morning before the Olymp- 
ic Games began in London, I, like a 
thousand others, rose before six and 
went to the cross-roads where the Olym- 
pic Runner was to arrive and pass on to 
the next torch-bearer the flame on the 
torch he carried. 

There were girls and boys on bicycles 
and families in motor cars. Everyone 
was excited, especially the youth who 
had the fresh torch waiting and ready to 
be kindled from the old one and then car- 
ried on to the next stop. 

Very soon a tall lad in white shorts 
came into view, running down the hill 
with a silvery torch blazing in his hand. 
When he stopped in the middle of the 
crowd, the waiting youth held his torch 
to the flame until it caught the blaze 
and then, while all cheered, he sped on 
to the next changing place. 

It happened that the first runner with 
his now extinguished torch in his hand, 
came over to the road-side fountain be- 
side which I stood, to freshen himself at 
its waters. “‘Let me feel its weight,’’ I 
asked him. So for a minute or so I held 
the silvery torch in my own hand, and 
imagined what it was like to be an Olym- 
pian Runner. 

The flame that was passed on that 
morning had been lit in Greece and car- 
ried over mountains and plains, across 
rivers and seas, until it came down that 
lane on its way to London. It bore the 
message that the Olympic Games were 
beginning and that therefore, until they 
were over all nations should keep the 
peace and let them be undisturbed by 
war. see: 

In our day this bearing of the flame is 
of course, only part of the fun, and for 
the sake of perpetuating an old custom. 
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For we know by the newspapers and the 
radio, exactly when the Games start. But 
three thousand years ago when there 
were no newspapers, or mails, or tele- 
grams or radios, the arrival of a messen- 
ger with the news was really the way by 
which distant cities knew that the Olym- 
pic Games were to begin and that all 
fighting was to stop. 

There is another message of peace 
that is being carried through the world, 
the peace of Jesus Christ, the Gospel 
of the forgiveness of our sins, of the 
Fatherhood of God and the brotherhood 
of man, and the hope of Heaven. When I 
saw that crowd, risen early in the morn- 
ing to welcome the Olympic Runner. it 
made me think of that text in Isaiah, 
How beautiful upon the mountain top are 
the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, 
that publisheth peace. People should be 
glad to hear teachers and preachers, 
who come bearing the good news of the 
Gospel. 

And if we have heard that good news 
and know it, it is our bounden duty to 
pass it on, so that the glorious light of 
the Gospel man never die. 

Expository Times 


The Television Mast 


R. Percival Jones 


Text: Luke 16:10. He who is faithful in a 
trifle is also faithful with a large 
trust. 


From the end of the road on which I 
live can be seen the tallest television 
mast so far erected. This mast supports 
both the television and sound aerials, 
and stands seven hundred and fifty feet 
high. Up to a height of six hundred feet 
it 1s triangular, each side being twelve 
feet across. For the next one hundred 
and ten feet, the mast is circular, and 
above this, again, is a cantilever tower 
which supports the television aerial 
itself. There is an elevator inside the 
mast and communication between the 
elevator and the ground is by radio. 

In the daytime, its slender structure 
can be seen for miles around, and at 
night its tall line of red warning lights 
stands out conspicuously against the 
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dark sky. What a wonderfully 
sight it is. 

Dut here is something which, I think, 
mast, 


pretty 


will surprise you. This amazin 

seven hundred and fifty feet hi f does 
not stand on the econ but is balanced 
on a very small steel ball little larger 
than a hen’s egg. Although the of 
the mast sways as much as fourteen feet, 
it is held in position by long and power- 
ful cables. I often drive by it in my car, 

but never without thinking of that little 
ball-bearing at its base and without 
marvelling that so much can rest upon 
so little. 

Now, the very same thing is true of us. 
I mean that in our lives, too, very much 
may rest upon so little. Going to church 
on Sundays; saying our prayers in the 
morning; reading from the Bible in the 
evening - these seem such little oe 
but they are just such things that help 
us to make our characters tall and erect 
and secure. Going around with a smile: 
saying a cheerful word to someone who 
is discouraged; giving mother a helping 
hand in the home - these seem very 
trivial, but these are the things by 
which we broadcast the message of 
Jesus to the world. 

Of course, it is also true that little 
habits, if they are evil, can _ interfere 
with our service for Jesus. When the 
television transmitter was being tested, 
there was a sudden breakdown. The 
engineers searched frantically for the 
trouble. What do you think it was? A 
technical breakdown? No, not exactly. 
A tiny little fieldmouse had crawled in, 
among the delicate wiring and had caus- 
ed a short circuit which fad put the tele- 
vision broadcast off the air completely. 

Just so, in our lives, some little 
wrong like the neglect of our prayers, 
the omission of some duty, or even the 
wrong thought, can creep in to interfere 
with our service for Jesus. 

That is why Jesus told us to be 
watchful. “Watch and pray,”’ is what He 
said. He also said,‘‘He who is faithful, 
in a trifle, is also faithful with a large 
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Never think you can do something if 
only you had a different lot and sphere 
assigned to you. The very things that 
you must deprecate as fatal limitations 
or obstructions are probably what you 
most want. What you call hindrances, 
obstacles, discouragements are proba- 
bly God’s opportunities. 

Horace Bushnell.. 


The Expositor : 


Text: IThess.1:9. They themselves show 


how ye turned to God from idols to 
serve the living and true God. 


HIS sermon is intended for the good 

people who say they do not believe 

in foreign missions. If I were sure 
they did not believe in missions 1t would 
be a waste of time to preach this sermon. 
As a matter of fact, it would be a waste 
of time to preach at all. 

All Christian people do believein mis- 
sions. Opponents of Christianity do not. 
But those who believe in the Christian 
Gospel do. Some Christians think they 
do not believe in missions because they 
have seen and heard missionaries who 
appeared to be singularly narrow, or be- 
cause they have heard of missionary pol- 
icies in which they did not believe, They 
have been impressed by what they have 
believedto be the narrow-mindedness of 
those whom they knew as foreign mis- 
sionaries. 

Now, to be sure, there are all kinds of 
missionaries. There are, likewise, dif- 
ferent Mission Board policies and goals. 
There are missionaries who never speak 
of people of other nations except as 
‘heathens.’ I remember an English Doc- 
tor who was not a missionary but who al- 
ways referred to Columbian people with 
whom I worked as ‘‘savages.’’ That at- 
titude was not calculated to win friends 
there. And that attitude, likewise, irks 
Christian people, many of whom have 
travelled widely and found that people 
of other lands are as kindly intentioned 

as men and women in their home-land. 
They resent the words “‘savage”’ and 
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One God 
For One World 


Norman E. Nygaard 


“‘heathen’’ and despise the attitude of 
mind which could thus regard the people 
of other lands. 

I speak for the major Mission Boards 
of the Church when [| say there is a- 
broad today a totally different concep- 
tion of the missionary enterprise from 
the one of a generation ago. I can speak 
for them for I know the ideals which they 
sought to plant in our minds, who were 
going out as missionaries. 

The idea embodied in the word ‘‘Hea- 
then is totally lacking in the missionary 
method of today. We may use the word, 
but not of nations or races. Instead we 
employ it only to describe practices and 
attitudes which are as likely to be found 
in the United States, for instance, as in 
the Congo. 

The word ‘‘heathen’’ results from a 
biased translation of the word goyim in 
the Old Testament. The book of Psalms 
repeats that word often. The older trans- 
lations use the word “heathen,’ The 
later translations use the word nations. 
I have known old orthodox Jews who, 
whenever they used those words, spat on 
the ground to indicate their profound con- 
tempt for both. The other kind of Jew, 
intelligent, broad-visioned, motivated by 
Godly benevolence, would use the word 
goyim with all respect and tolerance. 

Near the beginning of the last century 
Bishop Heber wrote a missionary hymn, 
From Greenland’s Icy Mountains. It was 
a hymn for that day when missionaries 
were attempting to combat superstitions 
and practices which enslaved the many 
races of men. We still sing that hymn, 
but we ought to do so with many reser- 
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vations. Missionaries in Ceylon, for in- 
stance, wrote home some years back and 
asked that the words of the sceond verse 
be either changed or deleted. That verse, 
you will remember, reads - 
What though the spicy breezes 
Blow soft o’er Ceylon’s Isle; 
Though every prospect pleases. 
And only man is vile; 
In vain with lavish kindness, 
The gifts of God are strewn; 
The heathen in his blindness, 
Bows down to wood and stone. 
That is a perfect example of the white 
missionary complex. Especially notable 
is it when we recall that in the next 
verse, the author urges - 
Can we whose souls are lighted 
With wisdom from on high, 
Can we to men benighted 


The Lamp of Life deny? 


Contrast that with the story of August- 
ine, the first missionary to Britain. He 
saw some slaves in the market-place in 
Rome. He asked the vendor what they 
were. Angles,’’ the man replied. “Not 
Angles but Angels,’’ Augustine said, as 
the resolve was born in his heart to wit- 
ness for Christ in far off Britain. 

The missionary, imbued with the prin- 
ciples of the modern missionary enter- 
prise, goes out, not with any feeling of 
racial superiority as a man who will 
move among foreign people as a god, but 
humbly, as one who loves mankind. 

The second point to be borne in mind, 
therefore, is that foreign missionaries go 
to their field, not to convert, but to wit- 
ness. 

When ‘he comes, therefore, to the 3a- 
ered writings of the people with whom he 
is to live, he is not critical of them. In- 
stead, he resolves to search their-writ- 
ing to see if in them may be revealed the 
same God whom he, himself, worships. 
Usually he finds evidence of a hunger 
and thirst for the Eternal in every sin- 
cere faith. 

He finds that Mohammed was asincere 
seeker after God. He finds that Confu- 
cius was a great moral teacher who gave 
the Chinese people a rich heritage, a 
heritage which made a great nation of 
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them. He finds that Guatama Buddha, 
pondering the riddle of life, a man so 
holy that millions of people have deified 
and worshipped him since. He finds some- 
thing holy even in the worship of sticks 
and stones, for that worship is expres- 
sive of the yearning of men’s hearts for 
God. 

Missionaries of a former day would 
find the same conditions. Their message 
would then be, ‘‘You are wrong. We have 
come to teach you the right way, to pro- 
claim the one true God. You must be- 
lieve in God or you will be damned.”’ 

Now to be sure, that does not describe 
all missionaries of a former day. There 
were hundreds, thous aads of missionar- 
ies who tactfully and kindly, won their 
way into the hearts of people round the- 
world. But the theology of missions of 
that day was the assumption that the 
pagans were lost unless they were bap- 
tized and believed in God and Jesus 
Christ. 

Frankly, I take my stand alongside of 
those old missionaries. I believe that 
the world is lost - in fact right now we 
see how completely lost it is, without 
Christ. Do we need more convincing 
proof of the failure of pagan philosophy 
than those which were offered by the 
ideologies of Germany, Japan, and Italy? 

Where I would differ with them would 
be in the intespretation of the meaning of 
salvation. I believe in baptism. It is a 
rite hallowed by our Lord Jesus Christ. 
He, Himself, was baptized in the river 
Jordan. But the essence of baptism is 
not water which is sprinkled upon aper 
son’s head or the water into wkich a per- 
son is thrust. Baptism is of the Spirit. 
And just as J am convinced that a sin- 
cere Quaker is as truly Christian as a 
sincere Presbyterian or Baptist, so am | | 


convinced that when anyone begins to 


live the Christian life, to live by love, 
he is numbered among the true followers 
of Christ. ; 

So does the missionary today believe 
that it is much more important to live | 
the Christian life in China and India, © 
than it is to teach Christian doctrine in 
either place. Yet, do not forget that the 
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kind of missionary who feels that way, 
is actually teaching Christian doctrine 
by example. People come to find out from 
him the secret of his Christ-like life. 

In the book, Rethinking Missions, pub- 
lished some years ago, it was noted 
that in one Chinese school, where, by 
government edict, it was forbidden to 
teach the Christian religion, there was 
one young teacher who, by the quality 
of his life, had so radiant a personality, 
that hundreds of young Chinese came to 
him to find out the secret source of the 
strength and power which he possessed. 
To them he confided, - not in the class- 
room but on the athletic field and in pri- 
vate conferences, that the source of his 
strength lay in Christ Jesus. 

The last point I would bring up is em- 
bodied in my theme, the fact that there 
is only one God for the one World. There 
are many who have told me they did not 
believe in missions because they felt 
that for the Indians, for instance, Hindu- 
ism sufficed. It is a mistake they say, 
to interefere with any man’s faith, leave 
them as they are. What they have is 
good enough for them. What they have 
meets their needs. 

By the same token, to be sure, it was 
a mistake to make Christians out of us. 
Augustine, St. Patrick, and Columba 
should have ieft us as we were, worship- 
pers of mistletoe at Stonehenge, pour- 
ing libations out of human skulls, the 
skulls of our enemies, to Wotan, to Thor, 
and Frija. 

There is a tacit assumption in this 
point of view that there really are many 
Gods, or perhaps we should say there 
are many roads to God. I freely grant 
this assumption. But I am reminded of 
Stanley Jones’ round-table conference 
in India. Stanley Jones was earmestly 
seeking to find other roads to God a- 
mong the various faiths espoused by the 
very God-conscious Indians. He found 
that all the roads ended in despair. The 
best that they could hope to find would 
be final extinction of personality, final , 
total nothingness. 

We ought not assume the superior atti- 
tude that we are in possession of all the 
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truth about the Eternal. We ought to say 
with Paul, “Now we see through a glass 
darkly . . . Now we know in part.” But 
the little part that we do know is that 
which alone, can save mankind from ut- 
ter despair. 

Many of us think of the missionary en- 
terprise for this one world, as a means 
by which all of us may seek God togeth- 
er. We need missionaries in America. My 
heart has rejoiced as | have heard them, 
these folks who in Africa, or in Christ’s 
ancient land of Syria, in China, India, 
Japan and the Philippines, have found 
God and Christ and then have come to 
share their discovery with us. By their 
presence in our midst, for some of us, 
there comes a re-discovery of the mean- 
ing of Christianity. 

How we thrilled when we went with 
that little Japanese Christian, Kagawa, 
to the slums of Kobe and heard him tell, 
in his gentle way, how he was finding 
God in the dark slums of that Japanese 
city. How some of us thrilled when we 
later heard the late Erasmo Braga of 
Brazil, tell of the manner in which he 
was finding Christ anew among the intel- 
lectuals of Brazil. How we thrilled with 
Bishop Enrique Sobrepena, who in his 
student days, had won the national ora- 
torical here in the United States, when 
he told of the way in which Christ was 
moving in the Philippines. 

Foreign missions is no longer a one 
way street. Traffic flows both ways. We 
are not missionaries and natives, sup- 
erior and inferior peoples. We are united 
people in search of God, finding Him, 
and then finding Him again and again in 
the lives of others. And each new dis- 
covery converts us from some pettiness 
of spirit, turns us back from some side- 
road up which we may have been travel- 
ling. 

But never can we say that one kind of 
god is good for the people of Burma, an- 
otuer for the people of the Amazon coun- 
try, and yet another for the pygmies of 
Africa. There can be only one God for 
all the world, and unless we are seeking 
Him, our quest is in vain, for there is 
no other name whereby we may be saved. 
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This We Preach 


Walter R. Young 


Text:lICor. 4:5. We preach not ourselves 
but Jesus the Lord. 
T is evident that someone in the 
church at Corinth was questioning 
the sincerity of St. Paul in his min- 
istry. Someone could not understand 
why an intelligent person such as Paul 
should be spending his time as an itiner- 
ant preacher. Surely there must be some 
ulterior motive. If it were not for person- 
al gain then it must be for personal glory. 

Answering such a charge Paul said, 
“If our gospel be hid, it is hid to them 
that are lost; for we preach not ourselves 
but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves 
your servants for Jesus’ sake.” There is 
nothing equivocal about such an answer. 
There is no sense of pride, of self-seek- 
ing in an answer such as that. Before 
such a clear and humble statement of 
his purpose even the basest critics must 
have been silenced. ““This we preach” 
said Paul,“that Christ Jesus is Lord.”’ 

Probably there was a temptation at 
times to preach other things that were 
less controversial and more generally 
accepted. Surely it would have been eas- 
ier in the hour of persecution to dilute 
his message. But Paul insisted that he 
had not yielded to this temptation. Ris- 
ing above the temptation to become a 
faint-hearted preacher, Paul bravely and 
nobly declared, ‘‘We preach not ourselves 
but Christ Jesus the Lord.”’ 

There were at least two things that 
motivated Paul in his teaching. First, 
the realization of the mercy of God. And 
second, his desire to manifest to all the 
world, the truth he preached. Anchored 
in these purposes, no critic could move 
Paul from his moorings. In spite of 
everything he would preach Christ Jesus 
as Lord. 

He would do that, he must do that, 
for he, himself, had known the mercy of 
God. He had walked through the valley of 
unbelief himself and had been redeemed; 
he: had sat in the scorner’s seat but had 
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been converted; he had followed the vain 
philosophies of the world, but he had 
found a better light. God, who command- 
ed the light to shine out of darkness, had 
shined in Paul’s heart. 


There was nothing in Paul’s whole ex- 
perience so constantly in his thoughts, 
as the remembrance of God’s mercy to 
him. No persecution, no peril, no stone, 
no sword could take from him the con- 
sciousness of God’s mercy. The mercy 
of God underlay all of his preaching, 
kept him humble when he might have 
boasted, kept him strong when he might 
have grown faint, kept him warm when 
he might have grown cold, kept him 
sweet in the face of bitterness. It was 
the mercy of God that made Paul what he 
was. 

It was his desire to manifest the mercy 
of God, to display the truth of God as re- 
vealed in Jesus Christ, that made him go 
out into an unbelieving and hostile world 
to preach with an unquenchable fervor 
that Christ Jesus is Lord. 

Preaching in the 20th century, I know 
of no nobler theme than that, I know of 
no better foundation for religion, no high- 
er purpose for the church, than this truth 
so long ago proclaimed - - that Christ 
Jesus is Lord. 

And this we preach today because we 
know that this truth contains the sum and 
substance of the Christian faith. Apart 
from this truth the New Testament has 
no meaning. 


If Christ is not Lord, then the Christ- 
ian religion has no foundation. If Jesus 
is not Lord, then the testimony of this 
Word is false and Jesus becomes a mere 
deceiver. If Jesus is not Lord, then the 


record of His miracles is but the figment — 


of someone’s imagination and our hope 


for some miracle of His grace in our lives ~ 


stands groundless and forlorn. if Jesus 
is not Lord, then farewell to redemption 
from sin, and our hope for a blessed im- 
mortality. If Jesus is not Lord, then we 
are yet in our sin. If Jesus is not Lord, 
then the grave becomes a pit of darkness. 

If Jesus is not Lord, then the angels 


that sang at His birth were wrong, for C 


The ‘Expositor F 


a 


they said, **Unto you is born this day in 
the city of David, a Saviour, which is 
Christ the Lord.” If Jesus is not Lord, 
then thé journey of the shepherds to Beth 
lehem was for nothing. If Jesus is not 
Lord, then there was no star in the East 
and the Wise Men were but following a 
mirage in the desert. 

If Jesus is not Lord, then His discip- 
les were sadly deceived, and Peter and 
Andrew and James and John left their 
fishing nets to follow a fakir, and Mat- 
thew left the custom house to chase a 
will-o-wisp. Yes, and Judas was but an 
smpty betrayer. If Jesus is not Lord, 
then He went to Calvary in vain, and the 
Cross has no slightest significance. If 
Jesus is not Lord, then He still lies in 
the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea 

If Jesus is not Lord, then the mir- 
acles of His grace must be rejected. If 
Jesus is not Lord, then Zacchaeus is 
still a dishonest man sitting in a syca- 
more tree. Mary Magdalene is still poss- 
sssed and controlled by the evil demon. 
Bartimaeus is still a blind beggar at the 
oadside, the man with the withered hand 
s still sitting there waiting for an angel 
0 trouble the waters, the ten lepers are 
still crying in their anguish into empty air 
‘Lord have mercy upon us,’’ Lazarus is 
still in his tomb, Jairus’ daughter lies in 
ler eternal sleep undisturbed, and Peter 
oes on his way with a stone in his heart 
with his denial unforgiven. 

If Jesus is not Lord, then His preach- 
ng must be rejected, for He claimed to 
ye the Son of God, the Lord of heaven 
ind earth, the Lord of life and death. He 
said, “He that hath seen me hath seen 
he Father.’’? ‘“The Son of man is Lord?” 
‘All power is given me in heaven and in 
arth.’’ If Jesus is not Lord, He is the 
reatest deceiver and blasphemer the 
vorld has ever known. 

If Jesus is not Lord, then the testi- 
1ony of the disciples cannot be trusted, 
nd therefore the most of the New Test- 
ment must be thrown away. If Jesus is 
ot Lord, then Peter was wrong at Pente- 
ost, and Paul was wrong at Damascus. 
f Jesus is not Lord, then John, on the 
sle of Patmos, looks for a new heaven 
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and a new earth in vain. 

The whole Christian faith is built up- 
on the Lordship of Jesus Christ. And 
this we preach because we believe that 
Jesus Christ is Lord unto the glory of 
God the Father. We believe in Jesus 
Christ ‘“‘who was conceived of the Holy 
Ghost; born of the Virgin Mary; suffered 
under Pontius Pilate; was crucified. 
dead and buried; the third day He rose 
from the dead; He ascended into heaven 
and sitteth at the right hand of God the 
Father; from thence He shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead.’’ We be- 
lieve in the life, the work, the testimony, 
the death, the resurrection, and the sec- 
ond coming of Jesus Christ. Therefore, 
we preach Christ Jesus as Lord. 

We preach this because Jesus bore in 
His life the imprint of the eternal God, 
The changing years have not dimmed the 
glory-of this One who sojourned here on 
earth. Paul said he saw the glory of God 
in the face of Jesus. John says, “‘We be- 
held His glory, glory as of the only be- 
gotten of the Father, full of grace and 
truth.”’ The crowds that pressed in upon 
Jesus, saw in His face that which they 
expected to see in the face of God. They 
saw strength and beauty, peace and joy, 
mercy and justice, help and hope. 

I look on the faces of men today. I 
see their careworn countenances, lined 
with anxiety and worry and fear, strained 
and stained with the sins of evil desire 
and passion, and lust. I see the proud, 
and greedy, the careless and the godless. 
I look to myself, and then I look on the 
face of Jesus, as painted by those who 
knew Him and loved Him. Then I rejoice 
that it is my privilege to preach the Gos- 
pel of this blessed Lord to our needy 
world. 

Here, in His face, is to be seen the 
very character of God, who seeing the 
needs of men, sent His own Son into the 
world to redeem the world unto Himself. 
Here, in His face, is seen the love that 
will not let us go, the light the ages can- 
not dim, the life that is victor over sin 
and death. 

We preach that Jesus is Lord because 
the teachings and philosophy of Jesus 
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guides men into the pathway of God and 
righteousness as no other teaching and 
philosophy have been able to do. The 
rabbis, the prophets, the teachers of all 
ages have not been able to supercede or 
supplant the teachings of Jesus. 

There is not one truth that He pro- 
nounced which has been found to be 
false. [here is not one promise that he 
made that has failed in its fulfillment. 
There is not one judgment that can be 
found to be wrong. There is not one ray 
of light that He gave that the ages of 
unbelief and unconcern can put out. 

He came to bear witness of the truth, 
and His truth still stands as the highest 
and noblest that man can ever produce. 
If man can ever attain unto the truth of 
Jesus Christ, if man can be conformed 
unto the full teaching of Jesus,ther he 
has indeed attained. 

And what others cannot do, He will de. 
He will lead us in the way of righteous- 
ness. To us who stumble in darkness, He 
stretches forth His hand to guide us_ in 
the Way. We preach Christ the Lord, who 
is able and yearns to guide us in the 
Way. 

Of course, the supreme reason why we 
preach Christ as Lord, is because He is 
able to redeem from sin and present us 
faultless before the presence of our 
Father’s glory. Though I may resist the 
testimony of His life and the teaching of 
His lips, I cannot resist the power that 
He exerts over the lives of sinful men 
who turn to Him in faith. 

A poor old negro who was’ once a 
hopeless drunkard, who had tried again 
and again to be free, finally got rid of 
his temptation at the altar of Christ. He 
was wonderfully changed, and someone 
said to him, “‘So, you got the mastery of 
the devil at last, did you?’’ ‘‘No,” he 
replied, “‘But I found the master of the 
devil,”’. Many another can bear testimony 
to our Lord’s mastery over sin. 

When a backwoods preacher was be- 
ing examined, by the Conference Committ- 
ee, he was asked how he could prove the 
deity of Jesus. “‘Brother, He saved my 
soul,’’ was his reply. There is no higher 
argument than that. 
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We preach Christ the Lord as the Sav- 
iour of the world. By His power, by faith 
in His name, we can be redeemed from 
sin unto righteousness, from death unto 
life. This we preach. ‘“‘Whosoever calleth 
on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
This we preach, ‘Neither is there salva- 
tion in any other.”’ 

And as we preach, it seems that the 
prophets, and the disciples, those preach- 
ers of long ago, gather around and add 
their testimony to the love of God as re- 
vealed in Jesus Christ our Lord. “‘We 
preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus 
the Lord.” 

May we make Him our Lord, today, by 
the simple outreach of our faith, and may 


we daily yield to His Lordship. 


There Is Always 
One Certainty 
Ahead 


Clarence Edward Macartney 
Text: Acts 21:14. The will of the Lord 


be done. 
O it a point to worship in the First 

Church when they come to Pitts- 
burgh, told me that his pastor in Kansas 
City was in a hospital for a most serious 
operation, and he asked me if I would 
write him a letter of brotherly greetings. 


NE of the business men who make 


This I did. In the letter he wrote me inre- — 


ply, expressing his appreciation of his 
friends kindness in mentioning his sick- 
ness to me, and asking me to write him, 
he said, “I am to have the upper lobe of 
my right lung removed next week. It does 
not worry me a bit. I know a lot of people 
are praying for me. There are always un- 


certainties ahead, but there is always 


one certainty ahead - - “‘God’s will is 
good.”” 

It is about that “‘one certainty,’’ that 
God’s will is good, that I speak. My text 


is taken from the account of Paul’s stop- _ 


ping at Caesarea on his way up to Jeru- — 


salem, on his last visit to that city, 


when he spoke his beautiful farewell to 
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the elders at the church of Ephesus when 
they came down to greet him at the port 
of Miletus. St Paul said to those elders, 
“‘I gi bound in the spirit to Jerusalem. 
without knowing the things that shall be- 
fall me there, save that the Holy Ghost 
witnesseth in every city, saying that 
bonds and afflictions abide with me. But 
none of those things move me, neither 
count I my life dear unto myself, so that 
I might finish my course with joy and the 
ministry which I have received of the 
Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the 
grace of God,”’ 

The Kansas Cit minister, facing the 
serious operation, had no fear. He did 
not know whether it would issue in his 
death or his recovery; but in either event 
it was sure to be the will of God, and the 
will of God, he said, “is always good.” 


THE WILL OF MAN 

Man has a will of his own. He was en- 
dued with will, as well as knowledge and 
conscience at his creation. That is made 
clear in the account of the fall of man. 
He was free to stand, though free to fall. 
He chose to fall, he chose to disobey 
God. This power to choose and use his 
own will for good or for evil is brought 
out in the story of Cain and Abel. When 
the Lord did not have respect unto Cain’s 
offer, Cain was very wroth and his count- 
enance fell. The Lord said unto Cain, 
“Why art thou wroth, and why has thy 
countenance fallen? If thou doest well, 
shalt thou not be accepted? And if thou 
Joest not well, sin lieth at thy door.” 
Those words of God to Cain, can have no 
other meaning than that Cain could 
choose between doing good and evil, and 
if he chose the evil, he was responsible, 
and would be punished for it. In the 
account of the giving of the Ten Com- 
nandments in Deuteronomy, after they 
1ad been given to Moses, God said to him 
‘*Q that there were such an heart in them 
hat they would fear me and keep all my 
>ommandments always, that it might be 
well with them and with their children for 
sver.’’ In that beautiful verse, God, who 
seems to be longing for the obedience 
und affection of man’s heart, recognizes 
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the fact that man can choose to love Him 
and obey Him, or he can choose not to. 

The Disciples at Caesarea willed and 
desired that Paul should remain with 
them and not risk his life by going up to 
Jerusalem. But when they saw that their 
owr will ran counter to the will of God, 
they withdrew their own will, and said, 
“*The will of God be done.”’ 

The will of man is limited by the will 
of other men. That leads to collision and 
strife between men and nations. When 
Napoleon was planning some of his con- 
quests, and someone spoke of the con- 
tingency of circumstances, he exclaimed; 
“‘Circumstances! [| make circumstances.”’ 
What he meant was that his will over 
ruled circumstances and the wills of 
others. But at Moscow and at Waterloo, 
he learned that one man’s will can be 
limited by the will of others. The secret 
of living happily with others is to re- 
strain your own will and realize that 
others also have a will and a desire. 


THE WILL OF GOD 


God, as well as man, has a will. Our 
own will, as we have seen, is often in 
collision with, and limited by the will 
of God. Evidently, there is an unseen 
power beyond us. Robert Louis Steven- 
son said of his godly grandparents, that 
they always recognized another will than 
their own at work in this world. 

Our wills are ours, we know not how; 
Our wills are ours to make them thine. 

There was a ruling motive in the life 
of the great Apostle. He commenced his 
second life, you might call it, his Christ- 
ian life, by asking the question, “‘Lord, 
what wilt thou have me to do?’’ and 
ever after he is a man who wants to know 
and then to do the will of God. When he 
stopped the first time at Ephesus, on his 
way up to Jerusalem on another occasion 
they besought him to tarry there and give 
them instruction. But Paul tells them 
that he must push on toward Jerusalem. 
He says he would like to return to them 
and spend a longer time with them, and 
that he intends to do so; but he has learn- 
ed by this time that what he purposes 
and wishes is not always the plan or will 
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of God for him. So he says to them, “I 
will return unto you again, if God will.”’ 

Another place Paul had wanted to go 
was to Rome, the great heart of the 
world. But he was never permitted to go 
there through his own will. It was only 
when he was carried a prisoner to Rome 
that he saw Rome. Every time that he 
tried to go before that, he was hindered. 
In his letter he tells them of his hope to 
pass through Italy on his way to Spain, 
and on his way back to stop in Rome. He 
asked their prayers that this might be ac- 
complished. ‘“That I may come unto you 
with joy, by the will of God, and may, 
with you, be refreshed.’’ Here, again, he 
will go to Rome, if it be God’s will.That 
was always true with Paul. All his move- 
ments and labors were conditioned by 


the will of God in his life. 


FAITH IN DIVINE PROVIDENCE 
ALWAYS GIVES STRENGTH 


There are great benefits to be derived 
from a faith like that of St.Paul, and of 
those Caesarean Christians, who tried to 
keep Paul from going into danger at Jer 
usalem; but when he made it clear to 
them that such was the will of God, ac- 
quiesced and said, ‘“The will of God be 
done.’’ One of the great benefits of such 
trust is that it enables you to trace the 
rainbow through the rain, and to believe 
that even in the hard and sorrowful pro- 
vinces of live, God is working out, as 
only God can do it, His sovereign and 
wise decrees. 

The highest Christian faith is in ac- 
cepting the providence of God, even 
when, with our limited vision and under- 
standing, we cannot understand that it is 
good. Paul did not say that we shall be 
able to see how “All things work togeth- 
er for good,’’ although we can often see 
the benefits of His providence in our 
lives, but rather that we know, that is in 
the sense of believing that ‘‘All things 
work together for good to them that love 
God.’’ He did not say that all things are 
good, for many things are bad and evil: 
neither did he say that these things hap- 
pening to a man will always work good 
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in him. On the contrary, we know that ad- 
versity sometimes works evil and hardens 
the heart of man against God. What Paul 
did say was that all things work together 
for good to them that love God, to them 
who believe in His providence and ac- 
cept in faith His appointments in life. 11 
we could always see that things are work 
ing together for good, that would not re- 
quire much faith. The test comes when 
we cannot see, and where we must trust 
where we cannot see, 


GIVE GOD TIME 
The European tapestries are stitched 
one one side, the under side. The worker 
does not see the finished design. So it is 
with the design that God works out here 
in our life. This was the thought express- 
ed by the gifted Father Tabb, in his 


verse on God’s Providence: 


My life is but a weaving 
Between my God and me; 
I may not choose the colors 

He worketh steadily. 
Full oft He worketh sorrow, 
And I in foolish pride, 
Forget He sees the upper 
And I the under side. 

Leafing, sometime ago, through the 
Spectator Essays of Addison, I came a- 
cross this very helpful Jewish legend 
about God’s Providence. On one occas- 
sion Moses was called to the top of the 
mountian and permitted to propose to the 
Almighty some questions which troubled 
him about God’s administration of the un- 
iverse. For answer God said to Moses, 
“‘Look yonder at the foot of the moun- 
tain.’’ Moses looked and this is what he 
saw. At the foot of the mountain there 
gushed forth a clear and beautiful spring 
of cool water. Presently, he saw a sol-. 


dier ride up heated with his journey, and 


dismount to drink of the spring. After he 
had fully quenched his thirst and rested 
a little, he got on his horse and rode a- 
way. As soon as he was out of sight a_ 
boy came to the spring and seeing a pur 
se of gold that the soldier had dropped 
and left behind him, picked it up and_ 
made off with it. As soon as he was gone 
an aged man came to the fountain, worn 
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ut with his journey. As he was refresh- 
1g himself at the spring water, the sol- 
ier, who had missed his purse of gold, 
sturned to look for it. When he could not 
ind it, he charged the old man with the 
1eft of the purse. The aged man lifted 
is hands to heaven as he protested 
is innocence. But all in vain. The an- 
ry soldier drew his sword and slew him. 
t that Moses fell face downward to the 
roud in horror and dismay. 

But the Lord said to Moses, ‘‘Be not 
urprised, Moses nor ask why the Judge 
f the whole earth has suffered this thing 
» come to pass. The child is the occa- 
ion that the blood of the old man is 
oilt; but know that the old man whom 
ou sawest, was the murderer of that 
hild’s father.’’ What is brought out in 
vat legend is that often those things in 
1e will of God which trouble us, and 
hich seem to question the righteous- 
=ss uf God’s dealings with man, would. 
we knew the whole story, redound to 
is glory and make us ready to adore and 
‘aise Him, and make us say with Paul, 
O the depths of the riches both of the 
isdom and the knowledge of God! How 
nsearchable are His judgments and 
is ways past finding out.”’ 


THE SECRET OF PEACE 
Never before in the world’s history 
ave so many books been written which 
fer to man the secret of peace of soul 
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and happiness. But the real secret, ignor- 
ed altogether by all those books, is to 
unite your will with the will of God. A 
minister, who having long served God 
and his fellowmen, remembered as a turn- 
ing point in his life, what an aged fol- 
lower of Christ told him once. “‘Be ye 
aye wi’ God, Duncan, fer he’s aye right.”’ 

The great question for you and for me 
is, ‘‘Are we co-operating with the will of 
God, or are we resisting it?’’ The great- 
est thing that God wills for you is the 
salvation of your soul. It is idle to ask, 
or to say, “If God wills my salvation, 
then I need not trouble myself about it; 
or, if He has not willed it, then nothing 
I can do will change His plan.’’ We do 
not pretend to be able to solve the high 
mystery of God’s will and man’s will. We 
only know what the Bible tells us, that 
God does His part and we have our part 
to do. That was what the great Apostle 
said to the Christian disciples at Phi- 
lippi. ‘‘Work out your own salvation with 
fear and trembling, for it is God which 
worketh in you, both to will and to do of 
His good pleasure.” 

The world passeth away and the lusts 
thereof; but he that doeth the will of God 


abideth forever. 


“A fool tells about what he will do; 

a boaster talks about what he has 

done; but the wise man just does it 
and says nothing.”’ 
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God Calling Yet 


Communion Meditation 
Richard O. Knight 


generation. Most of us have seen 

one World War. Many of us have 
seen two World Wars. We have seen con- 
tinued disputes between nations over 
boundaries, and laws, and treaties, and 
authority. 

We have seen quiet countrysides turn- 
ed into dirty, bustling cities. We have 
seen the development of the Atom bomb, 
and more latterly, the Hydrogen bomb. 
We have seen machines replace hand- 
labor. We have seen Heart Disease, be- 
cause of the pressures and the rapid 
pace of our lives, become the nation’s 
number one killer. We have seen home- 
life disintegrate, and the divorce rate 
reach an all-time high. 

Ours IS a disturbed and disturbing gen- 
eration. We sense a restlessness in peo- 
ple - a restlessness that moves us from 
town to town, from job to job. We see 
people chasing madly after pleasure and 
amusement - and not enjoying either plea- 
sure or amusement. 

We sense that restlessness even as 
we talk with our friends. A common cry 
is voiced by the little woman who said, 
“Folks don’t visit like they used to. 
They just don’t have time.”’ 

Yes - - ours is a disturbing generation. 

Yet, it is just such times as these 
that send men out in search for relief 
from these same disturbances. For most 
of us, it seems, need to be brought to our 
knees before we can realize that we are 
not self-sufficient little gods running our 
own little universe. 

Into such times as these came a man 
named John Wesley, nearly three hundred 
years ago. The power of the throne was 
great. The common man had little to say 
in his own government. A French revolu- 
tion had planted the seeds of revolt in 
the minds of many Englishmen. Those 
seeds later bore fruit in the revolt of the 
American Colonies from English oppres- 


O. is a disturbed and disturbing 


Page 204 


sion. 

Theirs was a sick society. The church 
didn’t mean very much to very many peo- 
ple. Low wages, poor housing, long 
hours, dangerous working conditions, all 
gave the working man little to live for. 
Morals were low and the drinking rate 
was high. Yet, into such a disturbing 
time came Wesley. Within the church, he 
set up small groups called ‘societies.’ 
He emphasized the ‘warm heart’and the 
‘spiritual rebirth.” He preached at the 
mines and in factories and in the fields. 
He established school and homes for the 
poor. He set up medical clinics for the 
sick. He proclaimed that God, through 
His church had something to say to a 
disturbed and disturbing generation. 

Nearly three hundred years before him 
Martin Luther also spoke to a disturbed 
and oppressed time. He proclaimed the 
“Liberty of the Christian man”’ to think 
for himself, to have access to the Bible, 
to partake of Holy Communion. Luther 
spoke to his troubled generation; and the 
result was the Protestant Reformation, a 
freedom to worship God as a person’s 
conscience directed. 

It was such times as these in Ancient 
Galilee that a Stranger began walking 
the streets of cities, into quiet townsand 
over the meadows and hillsides, proclaim- 
ing the “‘Peace that passeth human un- 
derstanding’’ in the Kingdom of God. In 
His world, too, there were ‘‘wars and ru- 
mors of war.”’ The people lived under 
Roman rule. The rich were very rich. 
The poor were very poor. The forces of 
evil and darkness were all around. Pow- 
ers of destruction threatened to destroy 
their small country at any time. The old 
and ancient life, customs and laws of 
the Hebrews seemed to be passing. A 
great restlessness was felt in every 


heart. The Jews yielded to the tempta- . 


tion to “‘take what they could get while 
they could get it - - for tomorrow they 
might die.”’ 

But into that troubled, and restless, 
and disturbing, and changing time there 
entered the Hand of Eternity. And God, 
in His own way, opened the door and 
through that door, men of every age may 
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pass from Time into Eternity; from 
change into changlessness; from disturb- 
ance into peace. 

Through the priceless gift of His Son, 
God speaks to every age and to every 
need. Through the Spirit of Christ dwell- 
ing within His church and within each be- 
liever, God speaks to us and to our need 
today, and then through each of us He 
speaks to others. 

Ours IS a troubled time. The church 
speaks to our troubled generation. Like 
the sign at the railroad crossing, it says, 

“Stop! Look! Listen!’’ 
It says,‘“Brother man, stop your foolish 
rushing! Stop your fevered ways! Stop 
your restless wanderings! Be still - and 
know God. ”’ 

It says, ‘“‘Look! Look at yourself! 
Rushing madly to get no where; doing 
everything under pressured haste; wan- 
dering like a stranger in a strange land; 
jumping around like a fish out of the 
sea!”’ 

It says, ‘‘Stop! Look! Look into the 
face of Jesus Christ. Look into History’s 
Mirror! Do you stand as tall as He, whom 
2000 years cannot efface or destroy? Do 
you live as He lived - clean, pure, ded- 
icated? Do you love as He loved - ev- 

_eryone but self? Do you forgive as He 
forgave - saying, F ather, forgive them, 
for they know not what they do?”’ Do 
| you do as He did - forsaking all - come 
pletely dying to self, that the F athen # 
will might be done in and through Him‘ 
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Yes, look into the face of Jesus Christ, 
His spiritual image comes down through 
the senturies See yourself mirrored there. 
Perhaps you will like what you see. Per- 
haps you won't. 

Yes, Stop your aimless, foolish, fever- 
ish ways. Look into the mirror of the 
Perfect Image. Look at the perfect Son 
of God. Listen! Do you hear His voice 
calling a summons unto men? God still 
speaks to a disturbed generation. Do 
you hear His call? Who will answer and 
obey? 

God speaks to you, today, but you 
must listen. That is why we celebrate 
the Lord’s Supper today - in memory of 
the time when the Hand of Eternity en- 
tered the realm of time and disclosed 
the Way. Even as He once entered into a 
disturbed and disturbing generation with 
His priceless gift of Christ, even so may 
He enter into our disturbed generation. 

We remember - we answer - we obey, 
as we commune with Him today. 


Treasure Hides in the 
Commonplace 
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ILLUSTRATIONS 


FEAR AND WEARINESS 
Text: John 4:32-33. 1 have meat to eat 
that ye know not of. 


After a long journey in the boiling 
sun, Jesus sits by Jacob’s well, hungry 
and thirsty, weary. There the disciples 
leave Him to rest while they go to the 
city to get food. Judge of their surprise 
when they found Him there on their re- 
turn, a changed being. His face aglow, 
His nature obviously replenished. Has 
someone been there before them with 
bread? No,the change is due to other 
causes. In their absence He has won a 
woman’s soul; in ministering to anoth- 
er’s need, He had forgotten Himself. Ev- 
erywhere and always, to forget self is 
to find deliverance and peace. Jesus 
knew the source of His strength and re- 


newal of spirit t. - - C.J. Jeffrey. 


CHARACTER WILL OUT! 

Text: Matt. 10:26. There is nothing cov- 
ered that shall not be revealed; 
neither hid that shall not be 
known, 


Like many of us today, Jesus might 
have been justified in taking no notice 
of the needs of many who came to Him, 
many who followed Him. Has He not a 
duty to Himself? Tired in body, tired of 
crowds, tired of speaking, in desperate 
need of ‘letting go,’ of relaxation ,of be- 
ing for a season by Himself. Why then 
does He put all thought of Himself a- 
side at the time a woman approaches 
Him for help? Instinctively and instant- 
ly He set His whole nature, rich in di- 
vine sympathy, at the woman’s disposal, 
Disciplined by love to think constantly 
of the needs of others, the sudden call 
to minister to another, finds the inevit- 
able happening. Tired though He was, 
He was true to His nature and respond- 
a a plea for help with no thought of 
self, | 

Here is the secret of all discipline, 
or the want of it. What we are, what, by 
a thousand acceptances or refusals in 
our own hearts, what we do or decline 
to do when the test comes. That is the 
Word of the Lord.‘‘There is nothing 


covered that shall not be revealed, 
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neither hid that shall not be known.’’ 
The test of inner discipline is the 
instant, unforeseen emergency. Charac- 
ter will out. _ Exchange. 


THE CAPTAIN 
Text: ICor. 12:20. Many members...but 
one body. 


Every team needs a captain. In life 
there is One able to take on the job, 
namely, Jesus Christ, and a worthy one 
He is. Jesus Christ is not merely a 
trainer, teacher, adviser. He is right 
there in the field with us, fighting a- 
longside of us. One grand thought to re- 
member is, He never says,‘‘Go on, I’ll 
follow.”’ Jesus Christ says, “Follow 
Me.’’ What an inspiration to know that 
He is by our side, sharing our dangers, 
our weariness, our troubles and watch- 
ing and directing us in our efforts to 
overcome them. How often do we pon- 
der His comforting words, “Where two 
or three are gathered together in My 
Name, There am [inthe midst of them.’’ 
He is here, working, directing, encour- 
aging us, watching over us as we strive 
for His fairer and better world. Let us 
go forward, knowing that our Captain 
is leading us, directing our every move 
toward the goal. 


SENSE OF DEDICATION 

Text: Esther 4:14.Who knoweth whether 
thou art come to the kingdom for 
such a time as this. 


Trying to see the significance of a 
young woman in the position of Queen 
of the British Commonwealth in this 
stage of world:affairs, this atomic age, 
I find myself asking,“‘Who knoweth but 
that thou art come to the kingdom for 
such a time as this?’’ She has come to 
the kingdom in a changing world, trou- 
bled and indeed menacing, and yet her 
very youth evokes a new springtime of 
hope and chivalry. 

A tiny figure she seems, frail and 
feminine, yet invested with an aura of 
majesty. There is something in her 


looks and manner that makes us want 


‘to support and uphold her - - not a hint 


‘of weakness, but an air of courage, 


and confidence in her high destiny. She 
radiates a sense of Aelicteion. **For 
such a time as this.” This satbay & 
was made by Mordecai to Queen Esth- 
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er; Esther was a woman who conquored 
the terrific temptations to a life of 
characterless ease. She was that rare 
woman whose character was secure from 
the rot of wealth, prosperity and power. 
She took her life in her hands in ap- 
pearing before the king unbidden, and 
became the saviour of her nation. Here, 
inthe providence of God,is a woman 
on the throne of the Commonwealth of 
nations. The direct influence of the 
young Queen springs primarily from 
her honest faith, er energy and en- 
thusiasm. We have come to a crisis in 
civilization - even a blind man can see 
that. I believe that the future of man- 
kind is not with the fighting male of 
the race - it is in woman that the future 


TRUST IN HIM 


Psa, 86:1-12. For thou art great and doest 
wondrous things. 

On a Friday morning, an eager young 
man from Stanford University, stood be- 
fore Louis Janin. He, too, wanted to be- 
come a mining engineer, the young man 
explained, and thought the best place to 
perfect himself was in Janin’s office. 

‘All I need right now,”’ said Janin re- 
eretfully,‘‘is a stenographer.”’ 

“A stenographer?’ said the eager ap- 
plicant. “‘I’ll take the job. I can’t come 
for a few days but I’ll be here Tuesday.” 

‘‘Why couldn’t you come tili Tuesday ?”’ 
Janin asked the new employee when he 


center of civilization will be found. It 
is not enough for women to play the 
game - they must make a better game 
with more just rules. 

Man rows but woman steers; men 
govern the world; women mould the men 
who rule it. It is the new, dedicated 
woman who can make the new, dedicat- 
ed men to make the new world. 

C. Irving Benson 


FORGIVE AND FORGET 


Matt. 7:15-29. By their fruits ye shall 
know them, 

The story is told of Leonardo da Vinci 
painting the scene of the Last Supper in 
the Upper Room, where Jesus and the 
Twelve gathered together prior to the be- 
trayal in the Garden of Gethsemane, and 
how the artist conceived of the face of 
Judas Iscariot, showing deceit, cunning, 
and hatred, such as the artist himself felt 
toward Judas. Having completed the por- 
trait of Judas to his own satisfaction, he 
went on to paint in the face of Jesus, and 
found that repeated effort did not result in 
the kind of face he believed Jesus had, 
He put aside the brush and palette to 
study again the face of Judas. Suddenly 
he wiped the hateful face of Judas off the 
canvas and replaced it with a face for 
Judas such as he believed Jesus saw. 
When he had completed this, he went on 
without hesitation and painted the face 
of Jesus, and that is the face man has 
been privileged to see in da Vinci’s face 
of Jesus since, - - a calm, forgiving, lov- 
ing and compassionate face, 
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reported for work. 


“‘Because I had to rent a typewriter 


and learn to use it,’’ he explained. 


“I think you'll do,’’ Janin smiled. ‘‘What 


did you say your name was?’’ 
““Herbert Hoover,”’ was the reply. 


LOVE YOUR ENEMIES 


Text: Matt. 5:38-48. But I say unto you, 
love your enemies, bless them 
that curse you. 


Rom. 12:20. Prov. 24:17. 25:21. 


That actions speak louder thanwords 
is as true today as it is axiomatic and 
trite. Every teacher of moral principles 
as a basis for character and faith is 
plagued by the gap between his words 
and his canduct, but herein lies the 
majesty of Jesus, for His teaching and 
His conduct were identical. 

We think of love as a natural, human 
reaction; we love certain things, in 
fact we find it impossible to control 
our emotions; but in spite of ourselves 
we find it impossible to extend this 
sentiment to others. Let us understand 
that the kind of love Jesus commands 
is not an automatic, natural reaction; 
if it were He would not have had to 
command it. The love which Jesus 
commands takes in the mind as wellas 
the heart, hence it is subject to the 
will, to training, effort and attainment. 
It is the kind of love that made it pos- 
sible for Jesus to say, while on the 
Cross, ‘‘Father forgive them,’’ a mar- 
tyred Stephen to cry, ‘‘Lord lay not 
this sin to their charge.”’ 
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This is the kind of love that is the 
[basis of the glory of the Christian faith. 
IIt is the kind of love that prompts men 
sand women to forsake their comfortable 
thomes, families and friends in order to 
‘earry the Living Word to those living in 
‘squalor, ignorance and disease in far 
lands, knowing that His Word and Love 
will transform their lives from darkness 
iinto light. 

The Word has been preached for more 
than 19 centuries and many of His 
commands have been ignored, but none 
‘more completely than His command to 

“Love your enemies.’ We are not keep- 
ing His commandments by looking upon 
them, worshipping and loving a win- 
some Jesus; we must turn and focus 
our gaze on the unlovely and often the 
loathesome sinner, whose need for 
Jesus Christ is so great, so urgent, so 
compelling that it will force us to a 
willing crucifixion of our own personal 
interests and pleasures in order to 
bring the mind and the heart of the sin- 
ner to the feet of Him who gave His 
life a ransom for all who will hear. 


Henry E. Webb 


CANDLE -LIGHT 


Text: Matt. 5/16. Let your light so 
shine. 


J. Hudson Taylor once told of a Chi- 
nese pastor who, upon meeting a very 
young convert, asked him if it was 
true that he had only known the Lord 
for three months. ‘‘Yes, it is bless- 
edly true,”’ he replied. The pastor con- 
tinted, “And how many have you won 
to Jesus?” ‘‘Oh,”’ said the convert, 
**T am only a learner and [ have never _ 
possessed a complete New Testament 
until yesterday,’’ ““Do you use candles 
in your home?” “‘Yes.’’ “‘Do youex- 


pect the candle to begin to shine when © 


it is burned half way down?’’ “No, as 
soon as it is lit.” The young convert 
saw the lesson and went to work; with- 
in six months several of his neighbors 
and others were saved. 


Selected 


If you are one of those who are try- 
ing to keep up with the Joneses, you 
are playing it safe only when you stop 
long enough to determine which way 
they are heading. 


_ June, 1954 


~ PULPIT 


GOWNS Sier 


Satisfaction in Every Stitch since 1912 


SUPERIOR WORKMANSHIP 
QUALITY FABRICS 
PERFECT FIT GUARANTEED 


Write for catalog D22 


BENTLEY & SIMON 
7 WEST 36 ST * NEW YORK 18, N.Y. 


FINE CAMERA BARGAIN 
BELL & HOWELL 70DE 16mm. 


motion-picture camera equipped 
with three lens turret mount, pos- 
itive view-finder with three eye- 
ptece objectives, visual focuser 
film back-wind handle and indi- 
vidual frame-counter, in horse- 
hide combination lock carrying 
case. Two fine lenses go with 
it,- 1 fine and fast Eastman {1.4 
25mm. (one inch) Ektar and 1 
German made, Hugo Meyer [4.5 
six inch telephoto lens, used 
but in perfect order. This camera 
is my personal equipment. It has 
been used only three times as a 
reserve ‘“‘second camera,’’ for 
which | have no further need. 
Will sell complete and guaranteed 
like new in appearance and oper- 
ation. Lists new at $556.95. 

Will sell for $400.00. Write to 


Jos.M.Ramsey, care of 
The EXPOSITOR 


East Aurora, New York. _| 


CHURCH BULLETINS— 

Scriptural — Artistically Designed 
Large Assortment — Self Selection 
Lithographed — Special Days — General Use 
Be Sure to Get Our Free Catalog and Samples 


ECCLESIASTICAL ART PRESS 
DEPT. F, LGUISVILLE 12. KY. 


Page 209 


ed 
ee 

a 
ee 


THE APOSTLE PAUL. HIS LIFE AND HIS WORK. 
By Olaf Moe. Augsburg Pub. House. 528pp. $4.75. 
THE APOSTLE PAUL. HIS MESSAGE AND DOC- 
TRINE. By Olaf Moe. Augsburg Pub. House. 489pp 
$4.75, 


Olaf Edvard Moe, the author of these two valu- 
able works, was born in Norway in 1876, spent 
several years in teaching and preaching after his 
theological schooling, then became instructor in 
theology at the University of Oslo, and since 1916 
has served at the Independent Theological Semi- 
nary at Oslo, of which he was president from 1923 
to 1926, This work then is the product of many 
years of deep study and was written at the insist- 
ent requests of his students. 

The author, in the first volume, makes a well 
taken point that Paul was more than a theologian 
in the sense of a systematizer. He is first of all 
a missionary, ‘‘the greatest foreign missionary of 
all times. His letters are not theological treatises 
but rather expressions_of his practical concern for 
the congregations he had founded or with which he 
had practical contacts. Pauline theology is in a 
sense only a link in his great missionary work. To 
understand Paul, the theologian must begin with 
Paul the missionary.” 

The great Apostle’s life is followed through 
childhood and youth, education in Jerusalem and 
Tarsus, his period of manhood, his conversian, his 
jouneys, his letters and controversies, indeed 
through all the vicissitudes of his memorable ca- 
reer to the martyr’s end. Was Paul ever married? 
His personal appearance, personality, traits, pe- 
culiarities are inquired into. This is a very rich 
and elaborate treatment and makes enriching read- 
ing indeed, 

e second volume deals with equal comprehen- 
siveness wth Paul’s message and doctrine as 
delivered to Jew and Gentile, and contains analy- 
sis of his teaching to those already Christian. 
Dr. Moe holds that Paul was closely related to the 
earliest Church and his teaching was identical 
with the Gospel of the orginal disciples, Part I 
deals with Paul’s missionary message and his 
Christian doctrine. Part II runs the gamut of theol- 
ogy, anthropology, Christology, soteriology, eccle- 
siology, eschatology throngs, without using the 
conventional terms. Controversial subjects con- 
stantly arise. The author evades none of them, and 
has the knowledge of history and the literature to 
make good answers. Maps, well organized tables 
and special bibliographies give welcome help, The 
books are written me theglogical students, Rr ad- 
vanced scholars too, and tor readers outside the 
clergy. The style is'so simple and untechnical 
that the author’s intention with respect to the 
character of his audiences seems well justified. 


Paul H.Roth 


THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD, Luther 
Studies. By Gordon Rupp. Philosophical Lib- 
rary. 375 pages. $7.50, 

_The present volume is one of the most fas- 
peers interesting presentations in the 
English language. The Cambridge professor 
writes especially for the English and Amer- 
ican reader. The table of contents helps to 
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indicate the fresh, almost colloquial ap- 
proach, and style which make these lectures 
so readable. ‘‘The Historian’s Luther’’ de- 
stroys many Stereotypes, among them that of 
‘‘Luther in England’’. Part Il. ‘Coram Deo” 
deals with ‘‘A Crisis in Vocabulary,”’ ““The 
Bruised Conscience,’’the crucial *‘Righteous- 
ness of God’’ from which Luther is led in 
astonishingly rapid development from his dis- 
covery of the Gospel through the tremendous 
first act of the drama of the Reformation from 
1917 to 1921, 

Part Ill, ‘‘Luther and... . ’’ discusses 
the still controversial themes, ‘‘Luther and 
Erasmus, Luther and Government, Luther 
and his Doctrine of the Church, The true 
and false Church, Luther, A Man-’ The book 
abounds in quotations from Luther’s writings 
gives judicious answers to modern opponents, 
makes apt modern applications and for all its 
racy, pictorial style, runs deep and tackles 
the hard questions of faith and life 

This book is written by a man who loves 
Luther. Without being blind to the great man’s 
faults, he can write out of the spiritual kin- 
ship which alone fits for true interpretation. 
There is a good index and a select bibliogra- 
hy, a list of hundreds of quotations from the 
Werther edition and a_ topical vocabulary. 
This is probably the best book to recommend 
to English readers on what Luther really sig- 


nifies. Paul H. Roth 


UNDERSTANDING THE SICK AND THE 
HEALTHY, by Franz Rosenweig. Noonday 
Press. 106 pp. $3.00. 


Franz Rosenweig died in 1929. During 
his lifetime, he was one of the most crea 
tive thinkers in Western Europe. His trans- 
lation of the Old Testament, in collabora- 
tion with Martin Buber, was a triumph of 
Biblical scholarship. His major work in sys- 
tematic theology The Star of Redemption, 
ranks with any of the great contributions of 
Barth or Brunner. His Hegel And The State 
was acclaimed equally by political scien- 
tists and philosophers. 

though Sowden Cai acclaimed by 
such Americans as Reinhold Niebuhr, Rosen- 
weig was practically unknown in this coun- 
try until last year. At that time, Professor 
Nahum N. Glatzer of Brandeis University ed- 
ited a book entitled, Franz Rosenweig: His 
Life And Thought. This led to a demand for 
the translations of some of his works. Under- 
standing The Sick And The Healthy is the 
first of them to appear in English. 

Under the form of an allegory, the book 
presents the author’s views of the world, 
man, and God. It is a philosophical expres - 
sion of man’s capacity to fulfill his life in 
relation to the world in which he lives an 
the God who governs both him and the world. 
We fervently hope _that, having made this 
start, the Noonday Press will eventually pre- 
sent us with future translations of the work 
of this stimulating writer. Thos. F. Hudson 


BIBLE STORIES AND YOU, by Gail Fargo, 
Philosophical. 90 pp. $3.50. 


This series of fourteen Bible Stories by 
a native of Wisconsin who was trained in 
State Teachers’ Collage, Superior, Wiscon- 
sin and now teaches in Los Angeles city 
schools, ‘‘is an anc to supply. an in- 
creasing demand for Bible Stories having a 
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aetaphysical interpretation,’’? according to 
e author. Originally written for kinder- 
sarten-primary aged ‘children, and tested 
or appeal in these age groups, the stories 
vere tested on all age proups later and 
vere found to have brought keen response. 
The stories are listed: In The Beginning, 
Adam And Eve, My Adam, and My Christ, 
jain nee ables Story os The stones Abra- 
1am And Sarah, etc., To Jose n Egypt 
ind Joseph’s Dream Come fear wal 


STORY SERMONS FOR JUNIORS, by Alice 
veer Kelsey, Abingdon Press. 127pp. $2.00 


This is the fourth volume of _story-ser- 
mon-worship material for juniors by Mrs. L 
D.Kelsey. It contains 37 story-sermons 
with individual titles and listed ‘in groups 
anf following pice soe; hoor pe 
Around the alendar, iographical Bits, 
shild Wisdom and This and “That. Like the 
hree earlier volumes, this book should and 
vill be welcomed and used widely by min- 
Sters and laymen in work among children, 


1EADWOOD 
Concluded from page 189) 


ess when his immortal soul is involved? 
econdly, our inaction toward ‘“‘dead- 
vood’’is unfair toward the congregation. 
. God wants a Christian congregation 
o take action. . Furthermore, we dare 
ot encourage others to fall into this sin, 
yy our indifference toward it. . . Today, 
vhen we ask how large a congregation is, 
he standard answer is, ““The Statistical 
7earbook says thus and so many commun- 
eants, but that figure, of course, includ- 
's the deadwodd.”’ Brethren, these things 
ught not to be. Just what*is your church 


loing about its deadwood? 
Lutheran Witness. 


YORKERS 
Continued from page 188) 


veakest member. The church is only as 
trong as its weakest adherents. Individ 
al effort determines the power of the col- 
ective society. It is possible to work 
nd not work in harmony. Our aim may be 
enominational building rather than the 
uilding of the kingdom of God. It may be 
he furthering of traditional precedents 
nd the preservation of historic back- 
rounds, rather than the urge that com- 
els the greatest good to the greatest 
umber. Our goal determines the manner 
f our going. Our destination spells the 
ethod of our doing. Today there is no 
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logical reason why the whole church, and 
that means every orthodox denomination, 
be their name and fame what they may, 
should not apply the whole gospel for the 
whole world, in every plan and program. 

We may not have organic union, but 
we may have and ought to have union of 
purpose and co-operation in pushing the 
redemptive plan to the uttermost of our 
powers, so that the world might know 
God as speedily as possible. There is no 
strength but in this kind of a union, fel- 
lowship, comradeship, and brotherhood. 

“We are workers together with God.”’ 
God is our partner. We have not formed 
the alliance. God has called us together. 
This, at once, decides the validity of our 
calling and places us irrespective of our 
ordaining ministry; and it is true that we 
are unable to give an account of our apos- 
tolic succession in geneological tables 
and lengthy statistics, we can prove that 
we are in the apostolic stride and apos- 
tolic procession of the Greathearts and 
the Stronghearts of the ages as we marcn 
forth in the rhythm of the martial music 
of the Christ’s “‘Follow me.’’ going forth 
conquering and to conquer. 

Every earnest worker, every‘‘compelled 
man and woman,”’ every faithful mission- 
ary of His passion feels the compulsion 
of the sacred ordination of the pierced 
hands of Him who flung Himself on Cal- 
vary for the redemption of the world. And 
what a mighty army we have here and 
there and everywhere on the far-flung 
battle line of noble service and consecra- 
ted ministry! 

Yes, we are workers. That is a great 
boast. We are workers together in a great 
ideal. We are workers together with God. 
That is our great eqipment. Self-centered 
we cannot succeed. Paul, alone, was 
“touching the law blameless,”’ but with 
Christ he was immeasurably better. 

Says Professor Hobart, “‘In all the 
world the highest results are attained 
only by the combination of the human and 
divine action. God made the forests, but 
He never made a farm or a garden. Man, 
with God, has done that. God made the 
quarries, but He never made a cathedral. 


Man, with God, has done that. The most 
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beautiful flowers, the best vegetables, 
the swiftest and most enduring horses, 
the strongest beasts of burden are all the 
products of man’s efforts with God, and 
the same holds true in the religious 
realm. Man, without revelation, has been 
in some things very good, but the margin 
between Saul of Tarsus and Paul, the 
apostle, is as wide as conceivable. Saul 
was man-made; Paul was the product of 
God and Saul. It 1s ever given to man to 
be honored as a partner with God, a fel- 
low laborer.” 

Most of the miracles, ancient and mod- 
em, are co-operate miracles. Salvation, 
sanctification - these are co-operate 
miracles. God does His part. Man has his 
part to do. Some things man cannot and 
never shall be able to do. But many other 
things, and we say it reverently, God can 
not accomplish without our wills. ‘** Jesus 
alone can save the world, but Jesus caa 
not save the world, alone. As God gives 
air, we must breathe it. As God gives the 
springs of water, we must drink before we 
can quench our thirst. 

As Jesus gave His life to save us from 
our sins, it is necessary that we accept 
Him and acknowledge Him as our Saviour. 
God gives us the use of time, so let us 
not abuse it. God gives us talents, so let 
develop them. God gives us knowledge 
and judgment and ability, so let us dedi- 
cate these as He wishes we would. 

A man entered a florist’s shop. Taking 
an American Beauty rose from a jar,he 
said, “See what God has made.’ The 
clerk retired to the rear of the shop and 
shortly returned, holding in his hand a 
wild rose, pink and fresh and lovely, as 
it came from its native environments. 
Holding the fragile bloom before his cus- 
tomer, he said, “See what God has 
made.”” Then he took the American 
Beauty rose in his hand and said, ‘‘See © 
what God and men together, have made.”’ 

Some day the desert shall bloom as a 
rose, as the fairest and finest rose that 
ever disturbed a poet’s dream, or made 
restless the soul of an artist. Such a 
miracle shall be the product of the cho- — 
sen band who are working, working to- 
gether, and working together with God. 
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